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Introduction

You may have noticed that the cover page mentions “Hymns and Gospel Songs” as if they are two separate 
entities. Well, in some ways, it seems they are. By “Hymns” it's meant that they can be found in one or more of 
the various “Hymnals” that are used in congregational worship in church settings. These songs were, are and 
will always be, great songs of the Christian faith. The bulk of the songs in this book are in fact from various 
hymnals. 

There are however, many other songs written for Christian worship that are rare or missing from traditional 
hymnals. A good example of this would be songs like “I'll Fly Away” and “Mansion Over the Hilltop” (to name 
a few). As the author of this song book, it's my intention to include these songs as well, considering their 
message and style are quite similar.

One may have also noticed the term “Easy Guitar” listed on the cover page. There are several song/music books
commercially available that use this term (but it's not usually explained what it means). In the context of this 
book, it's meant that the songs typically use 3 or 4 note chords (which are always listed) and don't change as fast
as perhaps might occur in piano score. 

While it's true that piano score often times fully annotates melody, harmony and transitional notes, the same 
“essence” of these intricacies come close to being fulfilled by the combination of chords and melody as listed in
this book. It should also be noted, that this book is not just for guitar. It could also be used for vocals and by 
many other various instruments.

As you get into this book, you may notice the number in parenthesis in the header of each song. This number 
represents the vocal range of each song. In theory, the smaller the number, the easier the song will be to sing.

You should also notice that each song is listed 3 times (once in the key of “C” and again in the key of  “D” and 
finally in the key of “G”). There's a very important reason for this! The book was created this way, such that any
song could be sung/played in any key with limited work by the guitarist. 

The idea is that between the 3 keys listed and a capo, a guitarist should never have to capo above the 4th fret 
(and thus keep the left-hand fingering easier). Say, for example, you would like to sing/play “Amazing Grace” 
in the key of “Bb” (either because it's best for your voice or that of an accompanying vocalist). 

To do this, the guitarist should go to the page entitled “Amazing Grace-G” and place the capo on the 3rd fret. 
This will have every one singing and playing in “Bb”. Every key (no matter what) will have some combination 
of  page/capo setting to satisfy the needs of the vocalist. The table on the next page is a list of  song/key and 
corresponding page/capo setting to achieve the desired result.
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Vocal Key Desired: Page/Capo Combination:

C or Am [Song Name]-C or -Am / Capo=None

C#, Db or A#m, Bbm [Song Name]-C or -Am / Capo=1st fret

D or Bm [Song Name]-D or -Bm / Capo=None

D#, Eb or Cm [Song Name]-D or -Bm / Capo=1st fret

E or C#m, Dbm [Song Name]-D or -Bm / Capo=2nd fret

F or Dm [Song Name]-D or -Bm / Capo=3rd fret

F#, Gb or D#m, Ebm [Song Name]-D or -Bm / Capo=4th fret

G or Em [Song Name]-G or -Em / Capo=None

G#, Ab or Fm [Song Name]-G or -Em / Capo=1st fret

A or F#m, Gbm [Song Name]-G or -Em / Capo=2nd fret

A#, Bb or Gm [Song Name]-G or -Em / Capo=3rd fret

B or G#m, Abm [Song Name]-G or -Em / Capo=4th fret

Most of all, have fun and enjoy!
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